Anderson County High School

Social Studies Department

Mr. Nolan’s Class – Military History
Dear Parents & Students,

Welcome to military history!!!! It is a great pleasure to be your social studies teacher for this semester. It is a great pleasure to be your social studies teacher for what I am sure will be another great year. Before moving back to Lawrenceburg in 2003, I taught 7th, 8th, & 9th grade social studies for 7 years in Cheyenne, Wyoming. This is my 19th year here at my alma mater ACHS & the beginning of year 26 overall. My educational journey began right here in Anderson County where I graduated from ACHS in 1983. My educational background includes a BA in history, BS in geography, MA in history all from the University of North Dakota, & my Middle & Secondary certification from Regis University in Denver, Colorado. I also have earned my National Certification in social studies & my National Geographic Teacher Certification.

As one of your son or daughter’s many guides through this challenging semester in high school, I am confident that our social studies program will continue to lead to greater student success at Anderson High. We are here to support them in their endeavors & challenges during the year. For myself, I sum up my mission as a teacher in one word: commitment. I am passionately committed to assisting your son or daughter in becoming life-long learners & striving for excellence in all that they do in life. 
In this class, my main focus will be for students to “wear” the hats & uniforms of military historians, geographers, & strategists/tacticians themselves—to become active participants in their learning & engaged in what is happening in the world. We will be covering basic strategy & military philosophies, as well as significant military battles & military important issues that their world is facing. While students will have a firm, solid foundation in content knowledge, they will also be learning how to think & process the information they will be examining. They will be taking this two-prong pincer approach in order to learn to think globally & be better prepared for the changing world they are in & to better understand the physical & cultural world that surrounds them. 
I am looking forward to this fantastic semester! You will be hearing from me this year by letters, grade sheets, & phone calls. If you need to get a hold of me, I am available at school or through my email at rich.nolan@anderson.kyschools.us; also, please sign up with www.remind.com (text   @suntzu   to   81010).
Thank you,

Mr. Nolan

“Success is commitment—not a wish.”
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Welcome to Military History!
Please understand—this class will involve academic work. 

“Every battle is won before it is fought.” -– Sun Tzu

Course Description: 
Military History is intended to provide students with an overall context of military strategy/philosophy while examining specific case studies in US and world history. Students will be taking a proactive role in examining other military issues, battles, leaders, & current events/scenarios. 
Overall Goals: 
1) Identify key people, events, problems, conflicts, & ideologies in military history & explain their historical significance.

2) Use maps & electronic sources to acquire & process information.

3) To be active participates in group (tribal) discussions.



4) Gain a greater awareness of world conflict & the connections of those issues to each student.



5) Apply information to development & implementation of military actions.



6) Present researched material to the class.



7) Develop one’s own thoughts/strategies regarding military actions.

Brief Outline of the course for the semester: 

1) Intro to the class & ACHS

2) Military strategy/philosophy

3) Examining significant battles under the lens of Sun Tzu

4) Examining issues in military history—ie. leadership, technology, weaponry, tactics

5) Examining issues in the modern world related to the military—nuclear weapons, terrorism, cost/effects of war

Standards/Outcomes:
Students will…

1. Identify key concepts, terms, people, events, & strategies. 

2. Engage in active discussions, complete required assignments, and to participate in tribal activities. 

3. Will apply content knowledge & present in an electronic format to the class a Battlefield Staff Briefing. 

4. Will apply content knowledge to real-world conflict scenarios in the modern world. 

5. Write an analytical research paper showing not only a thorough grasp of military history & issues but the application of knowledge. 

6. Will apply content knowledge to a guerilla operation. 
Basic Grading & Outline of the Class (subject to minor revisions as needed)

Course Grading: Your grades will come primarily from the following areas:

Work Work Work (35%)
This will include but is not limited to: homework, individual/group work, notes, quizzes, warm-ups, on-line 

assignments, & map interpretation assignments.  
Formative (20%)

This will include all formative quizzes that are designed to check for understanding. Formative assessments are 





designed for student to demonstrate proficiency or above on targeted standards. 

Summative (35%)

Exams will consist of MC &/or short answer questions. 

Participation (10%)

Each day you will earn points for participating, completing assignments, & not impeding the education of others.




If you have an unexcused absence, please be aware that I must give you a zero for that day. 




Having phones/earbuds when not permitted will result in the loss of participation points for that day. (
Each unit will have:
Formative Assessments: 
may include but not limited to Key Term/Map Quizzes; Study Islands; online quizzes
Summative Assessments:
may include but not limited to in/out of class MC or short answer 
--all Study Island tests must be passed w/ an 80% or better

--students will be able to retake to achieve that 80% goal

Late Work Policy:
All work turned in late will result in points being deducted. 

Grading Update: 
A new category will exist in Infinite Campus grading this year. This new category for grading is used to track an individual student’s growth through the educational standards developed by the state in each content area.  By adding this category into infinite campus, it allows both parents & students the opportunity to see student mastery of standards in each content area & will count as 20% of each student’s quarter grade. Students will still be assigned traditional grades, ranging from 0-100 points, but this additional component will intentionally target specific state standards, allow for student support before the end of unit assessments, & visibly record progress for student & parent awareness. When standard progress is tracked it will be scored on a number system of 1-4. A score of 1 is a novice, a 2 is an apprentice, a 3 is proficient, & a 4 is distinguished. Again, students will still receive a traditional grade out of 100 along with a corresponding letter grade of A,B,C,D, or F for each class. This new category will simply allow students & parents to see a student’s growth through a standard of content.



TECH INFORMATION
Google Classroom join code 

You should already be assigned a Google Classroom for this class.
Remind



www.remind.com        text @suntzu  to   81010
Class Info is found at: 

http://www.anderson.k12.ky.us/RichNolan.aspx.
Study Island


go to ACHS webpage or to www.studyisland.com (will send username/password later)
Behavior Syllabus: In-Class Procedures & Expectations (also see NTI Information attached)
Procedure refers to how things are to be done in this classroom. Procedures are for your benefit by helping you to do your work with less confusion—leading to your success! Remember: I am taking this class serious & so should you.

Guidelines to be Successful in this Class:

1) Be responsible.


2) Always try.


3) Do your best.


4) Treat everyone including yourself with respect.


5) Follow the appropriate expectations for class activities. 

Class Rules:

1) Be to class on time with all of your materials.




2) Keep your hands, feet, objects, & objectionable comments to yourself.




3) Work during all times.




4) Follow directions immediately.



5) Place your phone in your designated slot in front of the room prior to class starting.
Do…

your work—it is the number one key to success!


sit where you are assigned.



ask questions if you have them; simply raise your hand.



be in your seat when the bell rings at the beginning & end of class.



sharpen your pencil if you need to.



go to the restroom BEFORE class—you get FIVE passes & that’s it!



listen when Mr. Nolan gives the attention signal of raising his hand & counting to five.


wear a mask when required & follow the guidelines to keep you & others safe.
Don’t…

litter in my classroom—no food or drinks other than water or tea—throw any & all trash in the can, not on my floor, please.


get out your phone or any electronic device—at all. If you can’t read an old fashioned clock, it is time to learn.




There is a zero tolerance policy on having electronic devices out when not allowed!!!!!!!!!!!!!! They should be 

placed in your slot in the hanger at the front of the room. If we are going to use electronic devices during class, I will let you know. For those not following this simple rule, I will have to follow ACHS policy.


destroy, deface, or write on anything that is not yours.



mess around in my “office”—that area & Mr. Nolan’s other areas in the classroom are off limits.


Cheating which includes the obvious: copying, looking onto another student’s test, using cheat notes—but it also includes 



giving information to others for tests. Cheating earns you a zero.
How should I behave in class?

1. I expect your best behavior in this class. We are here to learn & be educated, not to kick back & relax. I will not tolerate any 

sleeping ,inappropriate talking, inappropriate comments, foul language, horse-playing, other behavior that causes disruptions to the learning process of others in the class. Quite simply, I want this classroom to be a safe place to learn & to allow you the opportunity to maximize your potential. Every person in this classroom deserves the right to learn.


2. ALL inappropriate language will be written up as per ACHS policy.


3. No hoodies to be up, no headphones, and no earbuds in—unless authorized by meeting.
How should I behave during a video?


1. I expect that you will follow the general rules for behavior & raising your hand when watching a video. Any videos will provide a 


reinforcement of material covered or an enrichment.


2. ALL videos will have a viewing guide with appropriate questions. You need to be completing these questions as you watch the video.

What if I feel sick?

1. If you feel sick & on the verge of puking, please grab the trash can & go in the hall or head to the restroom ASAP.
What do I do when someone else is talking?

1. Standard procedure is when I am talking to the class or another classmate is discussing an issue/asking a question, we all respect that person & listen. We will NOT talk but will raise our hand, wait our turn, & then voice our opinion or ask a question.

Can I do work over?

1. If your work does not meet my requirements, I will ask you to do it over until it does. In other words, do it right the first time. You must show proficiency on the standards & in order to do that, it might mean a re-do on an assignment or essay.

What if I do not have a writing utensil or paper?

1. You may purchase a pencil from me for $.05.  Do not bother others around you who came prepared. I use the money from pencils sales to replace color pencils that “disappear” throughout the year. If I have any spare pencil nubs or gnawed on pencils, these will be located on the table in the front of the room, you may use one of these for this class only. I want my nubs back!

What if I turn my work in late?

1. I will accept your late work but with 50% credit--mark your work as “late” & the date turned in.

2. Any work NOT turned in during the period will be considered late.

3. There are certain days throughout the year when I will have a cut-off for turning in late work. I will let you know in plenty of time when those days are. Note: During NtI, you only have 2 weeks to turn in any late work—after that, it is a zero.
VERY IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!!!! What if there is a sub for the class?


1. I take behavior when I am gone very seriously. Do NOT misbehave for a sub—plain & simple. I expect your behavior to be superior &

whatever the assignment is that I leave for you to be done.

Questions: Perhaps you are having a problem with your homework or need further explanations but school is over for the day & the assignment is due tomorrow—what do you do? You may contact me via Remind or email.
Students--please read & INITIAL the following:

____ I fully understand my grade is my responsibility.

____ I fully understand that phones are to be placed in their appropriate location & if I have it out Mr. Nolan will ask for it & I will lose 


participation points. This also includes earbuds/headphones.
____ I fully understand that study island quizzes must be completed to 80% or better & that I can continue to take them until I reach 80%.
____ I fully understand that I can retake a quiz in order to improve my learning & my grade.
____ I fully understand Mr. Nolan is there to assist me in reaching my maximum & be successful.

____ I fully understand Mr. Nolan has high expectations & work that doesn’t meet those expectations will be redone to improve skills & my 

grade.

____ I fully understand that I can seek assistance before/after school or contact him with homework questions in order to achieve my best.

____ I fully understand if I choose to fail this class, it may affect whether I graduate with enough credits.

____ I fully understand assignments are given ahead of time & it is my responsibility to budget my time & not procrastinate.

____ I fully understand that my final exam will consist of previous questions.
____ I fully understand that my in class behavior is my responsibility & that the following are unacceptable & will result in teacher action:


No cursing; throwing any objects no matter what; writing on walls; destruction of any school property; harassment of other students; 

defiance toward the teacher; making inappropriate comments; leaving the classroom without permission; using chewing tobacco; looking at your phone when not permitted; cheating; calling others names; belittling; or any other disruptive actions that impede the learning process of this amazing educational institution.

____ I fully understand that my online behavior is my responsibility & I have read through the syllabus.
______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________

(Student’s Signature)




(Parent/Guardian’s Signature)

COMPLETE/RETURN THIS SIGNED FOR A GRADE!

 “The only thing that separates successful people from the ones who aren’t is the willingness to 

work very, very hard.”--Helen Gurley Brown

“Education is an important element in the struggle for human rights. It is the means to help our children & thereby 

increase self-respect. Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to the people

who prepare for it today.”

--Malcolm X      

“Don’t count the days. Make the days count.”

“Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small men who find it easier to live in the world they’ve been given than to explore the power they have to change it.”

--Muhammad Ali

"If everybody is thinking alike, then somebody isn't thinking."--General George C. Patton
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